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MIRRABOOKA MULTICULTURAL CHILD CARE CENTRE 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.55 pm]: Today is a dark day. Today, Mirrabooka Multicultural Child 
Care Centre is closed. Children have had to change their care, workers have been laid off and parents 
disadvantaged. Mirrabooka Multicultural Child Care Centre was a 20-year-old community organisation run by 
an elected management committee; it had been in trouble for some time. The Department for Communities has 
been aware of its situation for months, if not years, but has not intervened in any meaningful way. In fact, the 
department has not done anything other than advise the director, a centre worker, of its responsibilities. Seven 
employees are now out of work and owed a total of $36 000 in unpaid accrued entitlements. The coffers are dry, 
and there are no assets to speak of that could see this sum recovered because the building is owned by the 
Department for Communities.  

The federal government’s fair entitlements guarantee scheme, designed to protect workers’ entitlements in such 
cases, could be available; however, the prerequisite is that the association is liquidated by an insolvency 
practitioner, which it cannot afford. With no assets, no practitioner will be prepared to do the work. Without a 
complete liquidation, the workers lose their entitlements. I am afraid to say that despite many efforts, no 
accountancy firms are prepared to do pro bono work, and it has been estimated that the cost of the work could be 
between $7 000 and $14 000.  

The Department for Communities has watched this happen and not intervened in any capacity as a useful 
community resource has spiralled into oblivion. It is time for the government to step up and assist in this final 
stage. I ask the minister to intervene and instruct the department to support the liquidation and appoint a 
liquidator, so that at the very least the entitlements of these workers can be preserved.  
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